AN EXCELLENT FATHER — 


An “Excellent father’ is an excerpt from a famous novel by Jane Austen ‘Pride and 
Prejudice’. The important characters of this passage are Mr. and Mrs. Bennet, Jane, 
Elizabeth and Mr. Bingley. 

Mr. Bennet: - A gentleman, who lives with his wife and five daughters at Longbourne house. 
Mr. Bennet seldom shows anger; he prefers to laugh at people’s weaknesses. 

Mrs. Bennet: - Mr. Bennet’s wife; a foolish, quick tempered woman. Her chief aim in life is 
to and rich husbands for her daughters. 

Jane: - The eldest of the Bennet daughters and also the prettiest. 

Elizabeth: - The second of the Bennet daughter. She is shrewder than Jane and is always 
ready to speak her mind. 

Kitty: - The fourth of the Bennet daughters. 

Charles Bingley: - A rich handsome, eligible and single gentleman. 


Summary: This prose extract has been taken from Jane Austen’s famous novel “Pride and 
prejudice" which after considerable revision appeared as “Pride and Prejudice” in 1813. 
This novel tells the story of the gradual union of two people - one held back by 
unconquerable pride and the other blinded by Prejudice - thus the name “Pride and 
Prejudice”. Mr. Bennet seems to be a careless father who is not bothered about the marriage 
of his daughters who have attained a marriageable age. The chapter starts when Mr. Bingley 
rents Nether fields Park which is in the neighbourhood of Mr. Bennet’s’ house. Mrs, Bennet 
becomes very cautious about her daughter because she does not want to lose this 
opportunity of marrying one of her daughters to Mr. Bingley. 

Actually, this novel is written in 19th century when there was a custom that the proper) was 
taken over by only male members. Since Mr. Bennet had no son, so his property was to be 
owned by any of his close relative. That is why Mrs. Bennet was very much worried about 
the fate of her daughters. On hearing about the arrival of Mr. Bingley, she tells her husband 
to develop some familiarity with him. But he reacts very lightly to this news. He starts 
teasing his wife and comments that should send the girls to meet Mr. Bingley but should not 
go her-self for she is very beautiful even in her old age. Finally, Mrs, Bennet gets very 
disappointed because of her husband’s loose reaction. As a result of anger, she scolds her 
daughter Kitty for coughing. Ultimately, when she comes to know that her husband Mr. 
Bennet had visited Mr. Bingley, she feels relaxed and overwhelmed. At the end she told her 
daughters “You have an excellent father, girls” because she comes to know that Mr. Bennet 
had actually paid the visit to Mr. Bingley unbeknownst to all of them. 
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Thinking Aboni Hie text 

QF. Whai dees Mrs. Bennet fell her hushand? 

Ans: Mrs. Berne? tells fer fieband te visit Mr. Bingley, a rich vourng pentlenuin, who rent a 
honse in iheir neighhonriioii. 

Q2. Wha takes aver Netherfield Pork? Why o Airs. Benner happy abour if? 

Mr. Bingley a rich hamndiome and eligibile young man of Neri of England takes over 
Netherfield Park, Mrs, Bennet is happi about it because Mr. Bingley ixa bachelor and she 
lanks farnword for manving one of her danghters te him. 

OF Why does Mrs. Bennet insist her husband to meei Mr. Bingley? 

Ans: Ary. Bennel insists ier iisianii toomeet Mfr, Sinelev because she dors nol waunt to miis 
ihi golden oppaorinniiy of giving one of her daughters, a happy, prosperous dije by marrying 
her io Mr. Bingley, Moreover, she is sure that mony ladies would try ta exploit this chance, 
So ate tres te persuade amid insisi her hisbimd to meet Mr. Bingley, 

OF. “Tou take delight in vexing ate. You have se compassion on my poor nerves", 
Explain. 

Ans: fr. Benne? iy a idzy and cool minded person and he enjoys furravsing fis wife, He 
sneeesny his wie not io accompany flier davotvers for she can Oe cheasen for marriage 
hecouse of her beanty. Mrs. Bennet gets titated and condemms her fiushoand for making her 
angry Ate farther aeals drat lier fibre! Me. Bearer is motin ali yympathieiie ta her sensitive 
feelings regarding the marae of fier die pitters, 

O5, Why does Mrs. Bennel think Mrs. Long is selfish? 

Mrs. Bennel thinks Mrs. Long is selish becanse she has iwo nieces and she wouid not Iose 
ihe chance of marning one of Hem to Air, Bingley, She weld aixo not give Mrs. Bennet any 
apporti o marry one of der dadaiiiers to the seared geti enn. 

Od. How dees Mr. Bennet react fo the plan designed by fits Wife? 

Ans: Mir, Bennet idnes npl show aay evited reaction towards firs wifes pha. fe appears to 
be cataterested fa tin affoie. He tenses Ai wife aoe dees nat seem te be serious abel tits 
pian ot all, 

OF. Why does Mrs. Bennet tell her wiris ihai they hare an excellent father? 

Ans: Mex. Bennet cad girts get astonished when iey cone to know that the Mr. Bennet frat 
actraily paid Me wis te (fr. Aragtey for ocquainftance. &fe comes io doe Neat alfireies 
Afr. Beane appears te be least interested in the miurriupe of his doweltery, but in the heart of 
hearts, fe reelly cares for them, Mrs. Bennet is very fioppy with ali this, thar is wiry she tells 
ler davaivers, “Wharton excellent father yeu have giris”. 

OS. Character sketch of Mrs. Bennet: 

Avie. Airs, Bonnet boone af the interesting characters in Mie lesson. She is very different froin 
her husband While we langel wih Mr. Bennet we faunal af Mes. Bennet Mrs. Bennet is a 
waman of linie inteligence, She Mas d bad temper, She has never wtideritood iusi 's 
characher. Even when ie teases her, yhe does nat understand if, for tastarece when fle warns 
her against vishing Afr. Bingley lesi ie mign jali in dove with fier. Airs, Benes pokes itin it 
renoumess. fe feels flattered Ov the reference to her beauty imstead of feeling offended by 
ihe ridicule. She has oniy ene interest in fife, Thar is petting her duneiters married te rich 
people, Forachtewing fer end she ix remiiy in stoop to any level. She behaves i a funny anid 
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haficrons wav ali ihe fine Mat she becomes almeast a comic character, Af rs. Bennel s always 
compianing dowi her weak reves af the fulifferent athitade of Mr, Bennet bownarids 
imnporianë fumiiy maiers renders her a comic charccter, when readers Ati i faily well the 
real sttrotion. irs, Bennet is foe much fofkative. She cannot keep herself! in check Se Mie 
Crarccter of Mrs, Bennel is d yonree af entertainment for ie readers tad predt extern. 

Q9. Character skeich af Afr. Hennei: 

Ans Mr. Bennet is n strange mixture of mitelligence, dmamonr and reserve. Every werd fle 
days ir fidi of wi ana dinnidur. Some of tie Desi jokes in im lesson cme Hirougeh his hipi, Mr, 
Rennet ix the head of the farly, Asx disband and father he does met assert his authonty very 
mue. instead af preventing follies af his wife fre is hubiual of amusing himself wiih ien 
Mr. Beunet’s attitude jowerds fils wife Wy one af mocking submission, Airs. Bennet i very 
fofkative hy mature, She woats te oetve detatled reperts of all fer experiences to her husband, 
But Afr. Bennet ts rot in te feast rifteresiee in listening te ier fase tufke, For fiuvtiance wires 
yhe staris talkie tent Metheriela Park Mr Benet says. “Yon want to lell me. | hive no 
oWjerhion Io Meuring i". Afr. Bennel does not like io dalk mach. When he tulks ii is mosily for 
leasing people. The persen whom he teases maxi is his wije. He enjovs at fier cosi He Mis 
vised the place of Mr. Bingley. But fre keeps his viit a secrer He springs surprises at the 
might moment. We distinguish Ar. Bennet not by his appearance hut by his ilk. Every 
semnience de speaks fs 

npien of Mr. Renner, Fe leves o pood impression upan thie reader. 
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WHEN YOU ARE OLD 
Summary: The poem "When you are afd” isa lyric by WB Yeats, which is an expression af 
Yeats intense emotions. The poem is adedressed to Mand Gonne, the poet's beloved. The poet 
dramatizes his unrequited love by offering a future command for his beloved to take down 
his book of poems and read tt when she becomes very old. He wants his beloved, after she 


has become ‘oid and grey and dull of steep’ to read his poems and think about his fave for 
her. The poet leaves no stone unturned to convince his beloved that he loves her fram the 
depths of his heart. The poet is not just fascinated by his beloved's physical charms and 
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external beauty that forms the basis of the lover's passion. The poets love is above all these 
parameters. Thus one cold genuinely find an elegance of spirituality in this poem, 


Exercise 

Q1. How is the journey from youth to old age described in the poem? 

Ans: The journey from youth to old age has been described a sad one, Youth is the time af 
beauty, jov and streneth. [pis the time when one has all the charms and praces, But as we 
prow ald, we became frail. The hair turns prey, AU the liveliness and youthful energy 
vanishes, We feel sleepy and tired all te time. We Iase our physical strength and beauty. The 
deep and dark eves lose their luster. The old age is full of sorrows. We are left in ihe lurch 
by our false admirers. Then we are left afone and the bitterness af life dawns HN HS, 

O2. What does the phrase ‘full of sleep’ mean? 

Ans: The phrase ‘full of sleep’ isa symbol of old age. Tt means being drowsy and listless all 
the time. In our old age, we always feel sleepy and tired. The agility of youth remains no 
fonger with ws, Life becomes monotonous as we wish to keep sitting down, 

OJ, How is the poet's love different from those who also loved his beloved? 

Ana: The poet's love ty different from others who loved his beloved. The others loved her 
physical charm and outward appearance. Their love ended ax soon as she last her physical 
rharmigrace, Hat the poet toves his beloved from e bottom of his heurt, His love fer her ts 
sincere, He ix viet pent fascinated by her physical charms; but his love is above atl tese 
parameters. He loves the holy seul within her. This his love ix spiritual, 

Q4. Whal is Maud Gonne reminded of in the poem? 

Ans: She is reminded that she will realize the worth of the poet's love for her when she 
becomes old. She will then realize that those who loved her in her youth for physical charms 
have forsaken her completely, She will then feel sad far the poet whose love she had nat 
requiled, Alva she ix reminded of her youthful beauty when she possessed grace and beauty. 
Her eves hed an enchantment in them, She is also reminded that she carried a pious soul 
behind fer physical charms. 

OS, ‘But one man loved the pilgrim soul in you’. Explain. 

Ans; The poet reminds her beloved that there were many who loved her when she was young 
and beautiful, They loved her autward anpearance. Their lave was selfish which could nat be 
called fave, dot fast. The poet tells his beloved that she wil! realize in fier old age the true 
quality of his love. He loved the pilyrim souf in her. In other wores, the poet's love was 
spiritual in nature. He would love her constantly, 

Q6. Write a short paragraph oa the emotions portrayed in the poem. 

Ans: The prem ‘Whee you are fd’ ty an emetioial outhiurst of the speaker - the poet, The 
poet has felt sad for not getting his love responded by his beloved. The whole poem Is 
pervaded wih melancholy, ul H arouses the feeling of pathos, The poet contrasts two hinds 
af dove in dhe poem. The love hased on mere hearty is snperfictal lave aned tt disapyprecurs 
When the beloved becomes ola and erev. Bui ihe love of soul Le. true love remains constant 
and never changes, The poel expresses he quality of his love for hiv beloved. [t iv sincere 
and from the bottom of his heart, She will realize it when she grows okl. Lovers of her 
physici charm shali leave her, Then she wili realize that it was oniy the poet who loved her 
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soul, Thus, the poet leaves no stone unturned to convince his beloved that he loves her from 
fhe depths of his heart. 


Q7. Disenss the ‘image’ used in the poem: ‘When you are ald’. 

Ans: The poem has been made rich with a number of images. The poem begins with the 
Building up of the image of a fady in old age. She is nodding by the fire. Another image ts 
that of a young and beautiful girl with beautiful eves and glad grace. The poet has also 
created an image of fading nature of love. The old lady ‘hending down beside the glowing 
bars’ is another image, Likewise ‘crowd of stars’ iv one more image created by the poet,’ 


SPEAK UP 
Summary: The poem, Speak up, written by Faiz Ahmad Faiz, is the poet's artistice way of 
encouraging the poor Indians succumbing wider British oppression, The poem is addressed 
to thease people wha lived a fife of fear under the British rule. The poet encourages the 
people to speak up aeainst oppression, The poet says that the peaple have lips that are their 
own, They have soul that is still their own. They have an upright bady that is also their awn, 
So they should stand against the colonial oppression, And they should speak boldly against 
fhe British rule, Only then they can break the fetrers of slavery. Before the time will run out 
and their body and mind will fade away Miey houli summon up their courage to stand 
against the cruel, 
Ol. The poet instigates the reader to speak up. Why daes he da sa? 
Ans: The poet addresses the people under the yoke of colonial oppression, The poet 
encourages them to be bold enough to give veni to their resentment against the cruel British 
rule. 
02, The poet addresses the reader to come up with the truth. How does he do sa? 
Ans: The poet wants the reader to have an unwavering faith in truth “for trith is not yer 
dead”, Faiz wants the reader to stand for truth and speak for tt. 
03. How will the chains break? 
Ans: All it needs to break the chains ts considerable courage and mantiness, The chains will 
break if people refuse to live in them, The chains of oppression will break if people unite and 
revolt couragemuesly against Ihe cruel rulers. 
OF, Why does the poet urge the reader ta speak up now? 
Ans: The peet urges the reader to speak up now because he feels it is the proper time to se. 
As the struggle agaist Mie British rule is gaining momentum, people should take advantage 
ofthe moment and make the revolt strong enough to make the British flee. 
Q5. Do youn think “Speak up" is an effort of the poet to give voice to the voiceless? How? 
Ans: Yes, the poet wants to give voice to the voiceless. The poet advises the people who are 
foo oppressed to speak up, The poet wants the people to shun all fear and be bold. The poet 
wants them to realize therr potential and right ta freedom. So, they must speak up and say 
what they have to say. 
Learning about the literary devices 
Metaphor; A thing considered as representative of some other thing. 


rks 





Legend School of Education, Kanitar, Saderbal. Class 10th, English 





Ol. What are the metaphors used in the poem? 

Ans: The poet uses smithy, the oven, the flames, the padlocks and the fetters as metapliors to 
describe the strugele far freedom. 

Q2. What images does the poel draw from the blacksmith’s shop? 

Ans: The poet draws very powerful images of a “red oven” and “fierce flames” from the 
Hlacksmith’s shop to represent the anti-colonial revolution, The images of the melting of ald 
useless things and molding H into something new and usefil flash before our mind's eve. 
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BHOLI 
QL. For what unusual reason ts Bholkt sent to schoal?, 
Ans: When telisiidar inaugurated the school in" the village, he urged Ramlal to send his 
daughters to school to xet an example for others. But Ramilal’s wife ts against sending gis. — 
to school. She thinks that there is litte chance for girls getting married who ga to schac — 
Bholi is mentally a retarded child. She lacks sense, She ts net good looking, Her paremia 
send her to school because they feel there ix litte chance of her getting married. 


Q2. How does Bholt find her teacher different from other people? 

Ans: - Bholi is a neglected chill at home. She is not cared for at home as she is mentally 
retarded end has uely black pockmarks on her face. They think her mere a burden, So they 
neglect her completely. The other chitdren in the house make fun of her. But at school it is 
quie diferent, Bholi's teacher gives her all love and affection, She encourages her io spetik. 
She tells her that one day Bholt will be able to speak like anyone else, She also tells her that 
one day she will became more learned than anyone else in ihe village. Then nobody will 
angh at her, in this way Bholi finds her teacher very kind and sympathetic. 

03. Why do Bholi’s parents accept Bishamber's marriage proposal? 

Ans: Bishimber is a rich man. He owns a hig shop, a house and alot af wealth. Bholt is a 
supfeton, She doesn't have sense. She ts ugly toa, She has pockmarks on fer face, Her 
parents have apprehension that nobody will marry her because of her ugly look. When 
Bishamber proposes to marry her, Bholi's parents consider ita golden opportunity for her. 
They fear that if they don't accept Bishamber's proposal. she may remain unmarried all her 
life. Another reason for accepting the proposal is that Bishamber does not ask for any 
dowry. 

QO4. The ending of the story is very dramatic. Do you think her decision not to marry 
Rishamber makes her an outcast /rebellious or is it an assertion of her being an individual 
and a woman of substance? 

Ans: The ending of the story is unmistakably dramatic. Bholi's parents have been much 
worried about her marriage since her childhood because she has pockmarks all over her 
face. They think nobody will marry her. They send her to school for an unusual reason. A 
niddle aged man, Bishamber propases to marry Bholi, But at the time of marriage, 
Bishamber demands a dowry of five thousand rupees, Bholts father places tris turban at 
Bishamber's feet, But Bishamber is adamant. 
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Bholi refuses to marry Bishamber whom she calls a greedy and mean person. She decides to 
serve her parents in their old age. This shows that Bholi is a girl of great courage and 
confidence, She is not ready to suffer any disgrace or injustice. Tins, her refusal to Marry 
Bishamber is an assertion of her being an individual and a woman of substance, Her teacher 
had changed here info a masterpiece of courage and confidence. She is not a ‘dumb cow' 
anymore. 

O5. Bholi’s real name ts Sulekha, We are told this right at the beginning, but only in the 
last but one paragraph of the story is Bholi called Sulekha again. Why do you think she is 
called Sulekha at that point in the story? 

Ans. Bholi's real name was Sulekha, When she was ten months ald, she had fallen off the cot 
on her head and it had damaged some part of her brain. As a result, she remained a mentally 
backward child. That is why she was called Bhati, the simpleton. She was sent to school. At 
the school, the teacher showered her kindness and affection on her. She encouraged her. She 
filled her with confidence. Now she was no longer a girl who lacked sense. She was wise, 
confident, courageous ane self respecting. That ts why in the end of the story; she ts referred 
fo by her real name, Sulekha net Bholi, the simpleton. 
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Additional Questions 

QF. Character sketch of ‘Bholi’. 

Ans. Bholt'y real name was Sulekha. As il luck would have bi en it, she fell off the cot when 
She was only jen months old, i damaged a part of her bram, As a consequence, sle was 
mentally retarded, She lacked sense, and hence came to be known as Bholi, the simpleton. At 
home ihe other children made a mock of fier for stammering., As u resul of ft she talked ve, — 
little. She felt scared. She was like a ‘dumb cow’. She was completely neglected at home an — 
beinge very mid, she never revolted. But a dramate change occurred in fier alter she wea 
sent to school, Because of the sympathetic and Kind treatment of her teacher, her heart was 
filled with a new hope and a new fife. She regained confidence and courage. She was ne 
flanger a ‘dumb cow’. She was tarned into a brave and bold woman. She was now a woman 
of substance, We see this when Bholi refuses to marry ao mean and preedy person like 
Bishamber. She would no longer bear any disgrace or injustice. Thus, she came up to the 
expectations of her teacher. 

Q2. Character sketch of Bholi 's parents. 

Ans, Bholi’s parents were weil-to-do, In their household there was plenty to eat and drink, 
Ramlal was a revenue official. They took good care af their healthy children , but were very 
unkind to Bholt, Though they were anxious about Bholi’s marriage, they never tried to 
provide fer with such things which would have made her marriageable. They had lost hope 
inher. They never thought about the remedy te her ills. They never troubled themselves to 
encourage her and spoke kindiy to her. Their ill-treatment made her life more miserable. If 
they had loved and encouraged Bholi, the condition could have been different. They were 
old-fashioned and blind followers of tradition. They thought that nobody marries the girls 
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whe have been ta school, They had not the courage ta stand up against bad customs of the 
society. 

Q3. Character sketch of ‘Bishamber’. 

Ans. Bishamber was a middle aved grocer. He walked with a limp. He was a well to do men. 
He was a widower and had grown-up children from fis first wife. Even then BhOW's parents 
accepted his marriage proposal. They had therr own reasons for it. He was a prosperous 
person and was not demanding dowry, But at the time of marriape, seeing the pockmarks on 
Bholi's face, he started demanding a big dowry. In this way his mean nature instantly 
surfaced. He wanted to black- mail the situation. In spite of the pitiable pleadings by Bholti's 
father. This mean fellow refused fo budee. He cannol be called a human beinge, He was d 
crooked and crude person. He was greedy and mean. He had no sense of respect of mthers. 
He was harbouring a callous heart that was empty of human feelings. 

O4. Character of ‘Bholi’s teacher. 

Ans, The teacher was a very kind and sympathetic person, She knew her profession quite 
well, She gave right education ta her pupils. She worked with patience, She played a crucial 
role in Bholi’s life, Bholt could net talk. She was shy ane lacked confidence. But when she 
was sent fa school her teacher gave her all love and affection. Ahe filled her heart with anew 
hope. She encouraged her to learn. She boosted her confidence. Finally, she was successful 
in carving out her masterpiece of courage and outspoken personality in the form of Bholi. 
05. Theme of the story. 

Ans; The story ‘Bholt' fas many themes. But the mam motif of the stary is role of education 
in a person's life. it depicts how education boasts one's confidence and makes one 
outspoken, Education changes the way of thinking of a person. Bholi was an outcast because 
af her lack of sense and ugly face. She could not talk properly, She was scared and hare 
evervilung without reststance. Sie was sent to school. Her teacher treated her with love and 
affection. She encouraged her to learn. She guided her properly. She filled her mind with 
wisdom and, ax a resul! of this edveation, Bholi turned into a woman of substance, She 
became brave and courageous, She had now courage to rise against Mie injustice im soctety. 
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